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HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: I rise this evening to congratulate the Australian Society 
for Medical Research on the most magnificent display it put on during the dinner adjournment this evening in the 
Aboriginal People’s Gallery. I know that a number of members from this house and from the other place 
attended. 

There is no doubt that we in Australia, and particularly in Western Australia, are doing some amazing work in 
science and medical research. One of the things we learnt tonight through the introductory remarks by the chair 
of ASMR in Western Australia, Ross Graham, is that although we have these fantastic results, we do not do 
enough to sing our own praises and to let people know what our scientists and medical researchers are achieving 
in projects throughout Western Australia. 

We were also lucky enough to have with us our wonderful Western Australian Chief Scientist, 
Professor Peter Klinken, who members in this chamber will know quite well. He is always to be congratulated 
on his ever-improving welcomes in the Nyoongah language; he is getting better each time we hear it, and 
I congratulate him on what he does. We also heard from our Minister for Health, Hon Dr Kim Hames, because 
the event was sponsored by the government. It is also important to note that the parliamentary secretary to the 
Minister for Science, Hon Donna Faragher, was at the event, because we recently saw her along with the Premier 
release the government’s science statement and vision for science going forward in Western Australia. Some of 
the displays this evening were absolutely mind-boggling in terms of what they are attempting to do, their results, 
and what they are achieving. 

I would like to provide a bit of background about ASMR. It has been around since 1961 and it is the peak 
professional body representing Australia’s 24 000-strong health and medical research workforce. It is committed 
to clearly articulated, evidence-based policy and political advocacy and, in the past decade, has played a key role 
in two doublings of investment in national health and medical research. We know from such research that 
Australia is facing unprecedented health and economic challenges. Currently, health and ageing takes up more 
than a quarter of the total government spend, and that will increase to almost half of the projected total 
government spend by 2049–50. Total health and residential aged care expenditure is escalating from 9.3 per cent 
of GDP in 2003 to 12.4 per cent of GDP in 2033. Health system expenditure will grow from $113 billion in 
2012 to $3.3 trillion by 2062. Those are quite mind-boggling figures when we look at the statistics in black and 
white. There is certainly an economic benefit to us in ensuring that we maintain investment in health and medical 
research into finding the causes of, and cures for, diseases. 

As I said, the event this evening was sponsored by the government through the Department of Health, and by 
Curtin University, University of Western Australia, St John of God Health Care, Harry Perkins Institute of 
Medical Research, Women and Infants Research Foundation Western Australia, Lions Eye Institute, 
Telethon Kids Institute, Murdoch University, Edith Cowan University, Ear Science Institute Australia, and the 
National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases. We can see that there is certainly a huge range of organisations 
that have come along to support the work that has been done through ASMR’s medical research week. They are 
also to be congratulated on their support. 

I will quickly run through some of the displays we saw this evening. Skull reconstruction using tissue 
engineering is work that is being carried out and involves the world’s first clinical use of donor stem cells to 
regrow bone. This places Western Australia at the forefront of clinical tissue engineering, which has the potential 
to revolutionise surgical treatment for bone and tissue replacement. The ABCs of magnetic stimulation therapies 
for brain injury is something that I am particularly interested in because it is being funded under the neurotrauma 
research program, and I sit on the executive of that program as the government representative. It is certainly an 
amazing project that will hopefully help Australians living with acquired brain injuries to a better quality of life 
in the future. 

There were a number of wonderful projects, and one, Mr President, that I know you will probably have 
knowledge of, is the Busselton healthy ageing study, and the interaction of chronic disease processes in baby 
boomers! 

The PRESIDENT: I am a subject of it!  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: There are a few around the place. 

Unfortunately, the results that they have come up with on the outcomes for baby boomers are not actually that 
good. That information is part of the Busselton longitudinal study, which, as we know is a worldwide, world-
famous study that has been running for over 50 years. Certainly, it was very interesting to learn more about it. 
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I am quite familiar with the study on fighting infection and information for the prevention of preterm birth being 
carried out by Demelza Ireland at King Edward Memorial Hospital through the School of Women’s and Infant’s 
Health. We know that preterm birth is the greatest cause of death and disability in children up to five years. 
Infection of the uterus and the vigorous inflammation that follows triggers premature labour and is a major cause 
of early preterm birth. The research they have done and the results they have gained are nothing short of 
outstanding. The research could result in treatments for high-risk women prior to the onset of early labour and 
has the potential to prevent up to 30 per cent of preterm births. The most benefit will be seen in early preterm 
births—that is, more than two months premature. Again, another project there was investigating whether ageing 
impacts on anticancer immune responses. The Lung Institute of Western Australia aims to regrow new lung 
tissue following surgery. 

As members can see, there was a really broad range of projects and I have not gone through all the things 
available in the abstract we were presented with tonight. I urge members to get hold of a copy of this abstract to 
see the other projects that were on display this evening. Everyone involved with this is to be congratulated. In 
my opinion, we cannot spend enough money on medical and scientific research. It is very important that they are 
growing subjects in our schools. There is a great push for science, technology, engineering and mathematics—
STEM—subjects to be taught in our schools from a very early age. I am a huge supporter of that. Again, 
congratulations to all the people involved with tonight’s display. We have good stories to tell in Western 
Australia, and we need to ensure that we are out there on the front foot telling those stories at every opportunity. 
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